
Single-Use Bag Ban 
Fact Sheet for Retailers 
Ordinance Effective April 15, 2020 

Not Allowed 

Customers bring 
reusable bags to 

help reduce waste  

Highly 
Encouraged

Permitted
With Fee 

Paper or reusable 
bags from retailer  
(See definitions for 

permitted types)

Permitted
No Fee

The Collingswood Commission recently adopted an ordinance 
banning single-use plastic bags at retail point of sale (checkout) 
and placing a minimum fee of 10¢ on all paper and reusable 
carryout bags. The regulations are intended to assist the 
Borough in reducing its carbon footprint by promoting practices 
that will protect the environment, wildlife, and the public health 
and welfare of the community.  

Which retailers will be affected? 
Any retailer that provides products to customers in carryout 
bags. This includes retail stores, home delivery services, 
vendors at farmers' markets or festivals, and restaurants.   

 BAGS 
What bags are permitted?  
REUSABLE BAGS – a bag that is designed to 
withstand repeated use over a period of 
time, is machine washable or made from 
material that can be disinfected, is at least 
2.25 mil thick if made from plastic, has a 
minimum lifetime of 75 uses, and can carry a 
minimum of 18 pounds.  
PAPER BAGS – a bag that meets the 
following requirements: (1) contains no old-
growth fiber; (2) is 100% recyclable and 
contains a minimum of 40% post-consumer 
recycled material; (3) is capable of 
composting, consistent with the timeline and 
specifications of American Society of Testing 
and Materials (ASTM) Standard 06400, and 
displays the percentage of recycled content; 
(4) is accepted for recycling in curbside
programs in the Borough of Collingswood; (5)
has printed on the bag the name and
location of the manufacturer and the
percentage for post-consumer recycled
material used; and (6) displays the word
recyclable in a visible manner.

Can retailers provide thin, single-use 
bags for produce or food products?  
Yes. To protect public health and for safety 
reasons, bags designed specifically for 
these items may be provided at no cost to 
cover unwrapped food items. When feasible, 
alternatives to plastic are highly encouraged.   

 FEES 
Which bags are subject to the fee? 
Reusable and paper bags are subject to a 
minimum .10 fee. This is to encourage 
customers to bring their own bags or go 
without when possible.  

Who receives the fees?  
Retailers will keep the fees to offset the costs 
of purchasing reusable carryout bags. 

Are there any bags excluded from 
the ban or fees?   

Paper or plastic bags not at the point of sale 
used for: 

• bulk items (produce, grains, small
hardware items, etc.)

• damp items (frozen foods, meat,
flowers, etc.)

• unwrapped prepared foods or 
bakery goods

• prescription medicine
• newspapers or dry cleaning
• protecting purchased items from

damaging or contaminating 
other items 

Can retailers charge more than the 
.10 minimum fee?  
Yes, retailers may price the bags 
differently. For instance, some retailers 
already sell or may opt to sell more 
expensive, durable, reusable bags made of 
canvas or cloth. 

 IMPLEMENTATION 
How will Collingswood assist 
retailers? 

• Signage and graphics to inform 
customers will be available.

• An initial supply of bags will be 
available while supplies last
beginning in March. 

• A list of possible sources/suppliers
for reusable and paper bags is
available. 

Encourage Customers to Bring 
Bags! Retailers may at their discretion 
provide a credit to customers who bring 
their own bags. 

What are the penalties?
Any retailer who does not comply with the 
ordinances will be issued a written warning. 
Subsequent violations will be subject to 
fines: $150 – 1st violation; $250 – 2nd 
violation; $500 – subsequent violations.

Learn More:  
This fact sheet is meant as a guide, 
information found in the ordinance 
supersedes any information contained 
within this document.  

For more information 
and resources GO TO: 

Collingswood.com/bagban  

Single-use plastic bags 
(some exemptions apply) Small bags designed

for food safety to 
hold items such as 

poultry and produce 
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